Urging the United States Congress AND WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE 

to BAN ASSAULT WEAPONS AND SUPPORT GUN CONTROL 


Assault weapons are military-style guns designed and manufactured for the sole purpose of killing a large number of people in a short period of time.  Military-style assault weapons are the guns of choice for criminals, enabling them to commit some of our nation's deadliest crimes, including – in just the past year – the shooting of Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, the tragedy in the Aurora, Colorado movie theater,  the shootings just months ago in the Sikh Temple in Oak Creek, Wisconsin and now the tragic massacre of young children in Newtown, Connecticut. 

The United States Congress in 1994, recognizing the grave threat to public safety posed by the continued availability to civilians of military-style assault weapons, banned the manufacture and sale of specific models of assault weapons, as well as high capacity magazines.  The Federal Assault Weapons Ban was not renewed and expired on September 14, 2004.  The relative ease of acquiring these deadly weapons has contributed to more and more frequent incidents involving many victims of random violence.

The U.S. Congress should act swiftly to insure that military-style assault weapons are completely and permanently eliminated from our streets and our communities. A ban on assault weapons and high capacity magazines would not affect firearms designed for hunting or other legitimate sporting uses.   
The Wisconsin State Legislature should also act to protect state residents from gun violence.  There are several steps that the state can take to make Wisconsin safer without infringing unduly on 2nd Amendment rights.  Recent events underscore the need for more scrutiny of people with psychological or mental health issues seeking to buy firearms.  Additionally, habitual criminals should not be entitled to carry a concealed weapon, the purchase of a weapon for someone who is prohibited from owning one should be a felony, and private gun sales should be subject to a background check.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Dane County Board of Supervisors urges the United States Congress and the President of the United States to renew and strengthen the federal ban on military-style assault weapons and also ban domestic and imported large capacity ammunition magazines.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Dane County Board of Supervisors urges the Wisconsin State Legislature to ban habitual criminals from obtaining concealed carry permits, make the purchase of a firearm for someone who is prohibited from possessing a firearm a felony, make the possession of a concealed firearm by those prohibited under Wisconsin law a felony, and require that private gun sales be subject to criminal background checks performed by a federally licensed gun dealer. 


BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be delivered to the President of the United States, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Dane County Congressional delegation, Governor Walker, and the Dane County legislative delegation.
________________Sharon Corrigan (26)______________

(primary sponsor)

